ASCC Arts and Humanities Subcommittee 2
Approved Minutes
Wednesday, November 8th, 2023						  9:30 AM – 11:00 AM
CarmenZoom
Attendees:  Bitters, Diles, Dugdale, Neff, Podalsky, Steele, Vankeerbergen
Agenda
1. Approval of 10/25/23 minutes
a. Dugdale, Diles; unanimously approved. 
2. BA Leadership (new major) (review changes made based on contingencies) 
a. Comment: The Subcommittee appreciates the detail of the response from the Steering Committee to the previous concerns, contingencies, and recommendations. The Subcommittee sees the portfolio as a helpful step in providing coherence in the program and encourages the Steering Committee to reflect on other mechanisms, such as a one credit-hour course or an ongoing extracurricular/co-curricular experience, that could serve as an introduction to the discipline and to interdisciplinary studies for students entering the program while establishing a community for them (Comparative Studies 2099 is an excellent course to reference that achieves this goal). 
b. Comment: The Subcommittee asks that the Steering Committee remove an elective on the Sample Advising Plan, which currently includes an extra elective that bumps the total credits up to 124, more than the typical 121. 
c. Comment: Given the changes to the program, the form in curriculum.osu.edu should be updated to include the new 33 versus the old 30 required credits for the program. 
3. English 3041S (new course requesting GEN Theme TCT with Service-Learning High Impact Practice) (return)
a. Contingency: The Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee recently updated the list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi to include a statement on religious accommodations. This new, required statement is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found in copy/paste format on the Arts and Sciences Curriculum and Assessment Services website.
b. Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the department remove the reference to the standard 25 hours per credit—as it does not align with the University’s rules regarding workload expectations—and replace it with language regarding time expectations of students by the number of credit hours similar to the following: This is a 4-credit hour course. According to Ohio State policy, students should expect to spend 4 hours per week on direct instruction in addition to 8 hours of work outside of the classroom to receive a grade of (C) average. See the Arts and Sciences Curriculum and Assessment Operations Manual, Section VI.B.3 (p. 19), for more information regarding the definition of a semester credit hour. [Syllabus p. 8] 
c. Recommendation: As of Autumn 2023, the Columbus campus updated its Student Life Disability Services Statement to reflect the university’s new COVID-19 policies. Please check with the Disability Services office at the campus of offering for updates on statements for that particular campus. Should a course be offered at a different campus location, the Subcommittee offers a friendly reminder to check for the statement requirements of that campus. 
d. Diles, Dugdale; unanimously approved with two recommendations and one contingency. 
4. Asian American Studies GIS (new) 
a. The Subcommittee wishes to recognize the Center’s efforts to design a recognizable curricular pathway for graduate students interested in Asian American Studies—particularly given the anticipated expansion of faculty specializing in this area.
b. The Subcommittee asks that the Center for Ethnic Studies include in the proposal an estimate of expected enrollment in the GIS. The Center can estimate this by comparing enrollment in similar GIS’s and/or graduate enrollment in related courses, qualitative data representing student interest in the GIS, or similar. 
c. The Subcommittee asks that the Center provide more information regarding how all students will fulfill the goals (purposes) of the GIS given the different paths that students could take through the program. For example, the Subcommittee notes that a student with a major in history could take Chinese 5400, Chinese 5474, Chinese 6451, and History of Art 8811 (or another course whose description focuses on China rather than the Asian American experience) and not necessarily address all of the goals (purposes) listed in the proposal document, especially those concerned with the Asian American experience. [Proposal p. 6] 
d. The Subcommittee recommends the creation of a seminar course or similar that will be required of all students. Such a course would help students introduce (or synthesize) ideas explored in disparate courses and address the five goals (p. 6) of the GIS.
e. Since the GIS encourages students to take a majority of their classes in US Ethnic or Asian American studies (p. 7), the Subcommittee asks that the Center notate which courses they feel have that focus and include in the proposal and the advising sheet the frequency of course offerings for said courses. 
f. The Subcommittee offers the friendly observation that it may be difficult to enforce students taking particular classes toward the GIS only when taught by a given instructor (as noted on p. 8 of the proposal), as instructors are not readily displayed on student records. Additionally, enshrining the names of particular instructors within the program proposal would necessitate revising the proposal each time additional faculty were hired who could/would teach the courses. As an alternative, the Subcommittee asks that the department list courses as being allowable only by permission of the Program Director of Asian American Studies or the Director of the Center for Ethnic Studies and noting that this permission will be granted based on the course’s curricular focus in the semester that the student will take the course.
g. Given that students are required to take one of their courses with a faculty member affiliated with Asian American Studies (per p. 7 of the proposal) , the Subcommittee asks that the Center include in the proposal a list of affiliate faculty and include on the advising sheet information on where students can find an updated list. 
h. The Subcommittee notes that it is unusual to require students to register for a particular section of a cross-listed course, especially because they are often offered in “combined section” format. In such a format, a certain number of seats are assigned to one department’s section, and the remainder of the seats are assigned to the other department’s section, though both class “sections” meet at the same day/time in the same room with the same instructor, and thus all students have the same academic experience. If the center is concerned about the subject matter of the course being appropriate to the GIS, they suggest special permission for these courses based on content (as mentioned above in item “e”). However, the Subcommittee recognizes that the Graduate School may have encountered this situation before and/or that there may be special rules surrounding this for graduate programs, and they recommend that the Center check with the Graduate School concerning its procedure on such matters. [Proposal p. 7]
i. Given the specific parameters for the fulfilling the GIS, the Subcommittee asks the Center to consider mandating that students meet with the program director or an advisor instead of simply encouraging them to do so. [Proposal p. 7] 
j. The Subcommittee asks that the Center remove the reference to online and hybrid courses on the first page of the proposal, given that none of the listed courses are approved for distance learning.
k. Though the name of the department previously known as NELC has changed to NESA (Near Eastern and South Asian Languages and Cultures), the abbreviation in the course catalog for NELC courses has not been changed to NESA. Therefore, the Subcommittee asks that department retitle NESA 7501 to NELC 7501. [Proposal pp. 9 and 16]
l. The Subcommittee declined to vote on the proposal at this time. 
5. History 2066 (existing course with GEL Historical Study and GEN Foundation Historical and Cultural Studies; requesting GEN Foundation LVPA)
a. Tabled. 
